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OTTAWA CONFERENCE 



But while official "functions" necessa- 
rily stood out with prominence, there was 
ever on the tapis a succession of un- 
official attentions to the visiting throng. 
Dr. Robertson was the life of the enter- 
prising local committee. Around this 
body clustered several effective agencies 
of welcome and entertainment — his wor- 
ship the mayor (every Canadian mayor is 
"his worship," but this title of genuine 
respect would be a serious misfit in some 
of our cities south of the boundary), the 
public library board, the local Canadian 
Club, and the Woman's Canadian Club, all 
were actively and omnipresently enlisted 
in our behalf. And wonder of wonders! 
our little identification button meant free 
trolley rides within the corporation lim- 
its — a much-appreciated premium for 
wearing the badge. In short, every door 
was open to us; at every turn, right glad 
we were made to feel that we had come 
to Ottawa. 

Curiously enough to those of us who 
think of the A. L. A. in the oft-quoted 
classification of the hotel agency, as an 
institution "mostly women," the Ottawa 
newspapers appeared never to recover 
from their astonishment in this regard. 
The preponderating numbers of "lady 
librarians" was the cause for daily edi- 
torial comment. But it was noticeable 
that the head-lines persistently referred 
to the event as "Library men in council" 
— painful evidence of the fact that the 
prevalent American evil of head-line in- 
accuracy has at last spread to the north- 
land. 

The practice of holding state, library 
school, and library staff dinners in the 
course of the conference, is increasing. 
These gatherings form an interesting and 
welcome feature of our social activities 
during conference week. At Ottawa they 
were more numerous and noticeable than 
heretofore, and gave rise to much good- 
natured rivalry as to enthusiasm, num- 
bers, and table decorations. It is evident 
that the library schools are gathering 
traditions with age; and their alumni as- 
sociations are growing in pardonable self- 
consciousness. A new feature was the 



exchange of rival "yells." One director 
was heard to express her intention of 
offering prizes in the next school year, for 
appropriate class songs and collegiate 
battle-cries, that her school might not be 
outdone in this respect by the vociferous 
young women of Pratt and Wisconsin. 
One heard more or less at Ottawa, of 
"the girls of our class," "dear old Pratt," 
"the way we do it at Albany," the "tradi- 
tions of Wisconsin" (five years old!), and 
the like. It is thus that the profession is 
looking up. 

Socially, the Canadian conference was 
eminently successful, both at Toronto and 
Ottawa. This feature was, in its way, 
quite as good as the literary program it- 
self, and that is saying much. As for 
Madame President, she sweetly and dig- 
nifledly looked and acted her part, socially 
as well as behind the gavel, and the 
Dominion folk fairly worshipped her. I 
fancy, when all is said, that that perhaps 
is a good share of the secret of our un- 
doubted success in Canada. 

REUBEN G. THWAITES. 

A DAY IN TORONTO 
A most cordial invitation from the To- 
ronto public library, through the libra- 
rian, Dr. Locke, had been received for a 
day's visit in that city en route to the 
A. L. A. meeting at Ottawa, and the party 
which assembled at Chicago to take the 
special train looked forward with great 
expectation. Needless to say these ex- 
pectations were fully met. As this was 
the first hospitality offered, the zest for 
enjoyment was at full height when the 
party from the middle-west reached To- 
ronto, Tuesday morning, June 25. Most 
of the company had left their various 
posts of duty only the day before and 
were ready to enter a new land with a 
joyful spirit. 

The special train was nearly two hours 
late in arriving at Toronto and thereby 
lost to the visitors the pleasure of an 
automobile ride which had been arranged 
by the City Council. Still, as no one had 
anticipated it, the pleasant street car ride, 
which took its place, was a welcome 
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change from the confines of the sleeping 
car. The ride around the business part 
of the city on the special cars ended at 
Victoria college. A local committee con- 
sisting of Dr. A. H. TJ. Colquhoun, Deputy 
Minister of Education, Prof. A. E. Lang, 
librarian of Victoria college, Prof. G. H. 
Needier, librarian of University of To- 
ronto, with Dr. G. H. Locke as chairman, 
received the party at Victoria college, 
where a luncheon was served to 175 per- 
sons, the hosts of the occasion being the 
Education Department of the Province of 
Ontario and the Senate and Board of 
Governors of the Victoria college. The 
Hon. Dr. Pyne, minister of education, pre- 
sided over the occasion and speeches 
were made on behalf of Victoria college 
by Hon. Justice MacLaren, on behalf of 
the Government by Chairman Dr. Locke 
and on behalf of the University by Prof. 
Alfred Baker. Each in turn expressed the 
appreciation of the ideas cherished by the 
A. L. A. and were most cordial in invita- 
tion to the association to hold a future 
meeting in Toronto. Response for the 
visitors was made by Dr. C. W. Andrews 
of the John Crerar library, Chicago, who 
complimented Ontario on the progress 
which had been made in library develop- 
ment and particularly the city of Toronto 
in its new work under the new librarian, 
Dr. Locke, whom Dr. Andrews claimed as 
a Chicagoan in view of the fact that he 
had been so valued a part of the faculty 
of the University of Chicago, at one time, 
for six years. 

After the luncheon the new library at 
Victoria college was thrown open for in- 
spection. Prof. Lang and his assistants 
were most courteous in showing the visit- 
ors through and displayed for their in- 
spection some of the rare volumes and 
manuscripts, especially specimens of 
ancient papyri which are unique. 

Later the Premier of the Province of 
Ontario, Sir James P. Whitney, received 
the librarians in the legislative chambers, 
Parliament Buildings, and made an ad- 
dress of welcome. Prom the Parliament 
Buildings the librarians visited the li- 
brary of the University of Toronto, which 



they found exceedingly interesting, and 
well up to date. Regret was felt by many 
at the absence of Mr. Langton of the 
library, who was in Europe in search of 
health. A most delightful occasion was 
the garden party in the university quad- 
rangle tendered by the Board of Govern- 
ors of the university. The ivy covered 
walls, the greensward, the perfect day, 
delightful company and the most cordial 
hospitality accompanying the refresh- 
ments left an impression of the greatest 
pleasure on all who were present. The 
large number of Toronto citizens who 
were present, the faculty with the mem- 
bers of their families, were most courte- 
ous in making the occasion one of great 
delight. 

At six o'clock dinner was served by the 
public library Board in the art room of 
the reference library building. There 
were 229 at the dinner which deserved 
far greater consumption than the hospi- 
tality of the day had left room for, but 
"the feast of reason and the flow of soul" 
were much in evidence. The chairman 
of the occasion was the President of the 
public library Board, Mr. Turnbull. A 
most hearty address of welcome was 
made by Chief Librarian Locke and was 
responded to in kind by Mr. Legler of 
the Chicago public library. After dinner 
the building was thrown open for inspec- 
tion and the visitors enjoyed greatly see- 
ing the magnificent reading room as well 
as the other departments of the library. 
Of special interest was the J. Ross Rob- 
ertson historical collection of 1,000 
Canadian pictures, representing various 
phases of Canadian life from the earliest 
period. 

It was a happy, if tired party that left 
on the special train at 10 p. m. for Ottawa 
with most grateful memories of cordial 
hospitality and pleasant company in the 
day spent in Toronto. 

M. E. AHERN. 

THE DAY AT MONTREAL 

One's capacity for receiving bounteous 
acts of hospitality may be never so un- 
confined; one's pleasure in accepting 



